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In Their Own
Words
This year, the Crusades for Christ
health clinic and crusade trip was from
November 7 -18, and we focused on
outreach in the villages of Adawukwao,
Bawjiase, and Dobro. We started in
Adawukwao, which is pastored by
Frank Okyere, and this town is still
heavy into idolatry, with numerous
idol houses and alters throughout the
town. Our plans were to spend two
days in Adawukwao, one day doing
evangelism and one day operating a
basic health clinic, with a crusade
each evening. Our evangelism time
got rained out, but both crusades were
successful and we were able to care
for some of the physical needs of the
people during the health clinic with
medicines and eyeglasses.
The CFCI church of Bawjiase
is only a few kilometers away from
Adawukwao and is pastored by Foster
Sampah. We also invested two days
here, and spent the first afternoon in
door to door evangelism, sharing the
Gospel, informing people of the church
details, and inviting them to the crusade
that evening. The following afternoon
we did a health clinic, and we were able
to process 210 patients in 2 ½ hours!
The counselors were able to spend

quality time
with each one,
explaining
the
Gospel
in detail and
praying for
each patient.
Before we
traveled to Bawjiase one morning, we
spent several hours handing out tracts
in the village of Dobro, where the Bible
institute is located, and the surrounding
villages. We were able to connect with
many people, finding out details of
their lives and handing out business
cards with the church information on
them. We find this to be very rewarding
evangelism, since we can interact with
them in their homes and businesses
and share the Truth with them. At each
location we also handed out coloring
books for the children and Bible reading
plans for the youth.
We also traveled one day to
Central Market and handed out tracts,
giving out over 4000 tracts in just
over an hour! The streets are crowded
with people, and we find they are
quick to receive a tract and eager to
spend some time talking. We spent
one day at Kakum National Forest on

the swinging bridges high above the
rainforest floor, and two days at the
land site painting the facility.
We as staff were so blessed with
the work that was accomplished! We
are amazed at the way the trip went,
very apparent that God’s hand was at
work. We gratefully thank each team
member for their valuable contribution
to this trip. And we wanted to give the
team members a chance to share some
of the highlights that they experienced
during this trip. So here they are, in
their own words.
Eric: Wow, where do I start? This
trip has been amazing. The people here
have none of the things that we all take
for granted, like good water, nice beds,
air conditioning, good roads, nice cars,
but most of all money. But in spite of
it all, I never saw someone unhappy. I
would say we Americans have more
than them in every way but love for
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God. I have never seen a people group
more on fire for God. I came over here
thinking I would be teaching people
about God, but I was the one being
taught. They worship with everything
they have, yet I just try to blend in.
In conclusion, I had a great time and
would encourage anyone who has the
opportunity to come here should come;
it will change your life!
Wil: It’s hot, oh it’s hot! The open
store fronts are everywhere, and you
can buy anything you need. I don’t
see a lot of men carrying loads on
their heads, which seems strange. The
women here seem to be the bread
winners. Most people will greet you if
you give them a smile. It seems every
vehicle and business has some spiritual
wording or phrase on them. Walking
on the narrow paths through villages
was a highlight for me, going across
gutters, through corn fields, in and
around mud houses. It’s hard to believe
these people have lived like this for
centuries, and yet they seem content.
It’s interesting that almost everybody
has a phone. Human nature is the same
the world over, and everyone here
stands in need of the Savior. Oh, to see
people through the eyes of Jesus.

Marvin: My experiences
started when I stepped off the
plane in Accra at 11 PM and
it was 90 degrees, and then as
we left on the bus we bumped
over the first of many millions
of bumps in the road. The most
interesting fact of this culture is
how laid back they are; it doesn’t
matter how late you are as long
as you show up. The driving also
is like none other than I’ve ever
seen! In the States you would be in big
trouble for driving like that. You can
buy almost anything in the market, and
if you enjoy bargaining you can get
it at a fair price. But above all these
things, God has opened my eyes to
how spiritually bankrupt a lot of these
people are, but also how willing they
are to drink of the Living Water, and
hopefully continue on the narrow and
straight path that leads to life.
Jason: I had a great time in Ghana,
the people are awesome, and more
importantly we got to see God work.
As we walked through the villages, I
realized that these children and people
are just as happy, if not more, than the
people in the U.S. We had an amazing
trip, and I won’t forget the things I

learned here. I had an opportunity to
talk with a Muslim about God. We had
a great conversation, and it gave me a
chance to defend my Jesus.
Eric: The last 10 days in Ghana has
been an experience that has exceeded
my expectations. I have been happy
for people, sad for people, counseled
hurting people, held precious little
children, and have grown to a new
love for the people of Ghana. Most
of all blessing the people of Ghana
through clinics, and crusades and door
to door evangelism has brought me
closer to understanding the heart of
God. My heart will forever be changed
with a new appreciation of what the
Crusades for Christ staff do here. The
Ghanaian pastors will always be in

VS’er News
Ron & Audrey Bontrager:
Ron serves as field director for Crusades for Christ, and is working towards the completion
of the Bible School by the end of the year. Audrey is busy homeschooling Carter, Arielle,
and Kalli. Savannah enjoys collecting the eggs that the family chickens lay. The family
recently enjoyed a visit from Grandma and Grandpa, and is looking
forward to a visit by Audrey’s brother for Christmas! We are thankful
to our home congregation of Griner Mennonite for all the prayers and
support!
Gary & Joy Butikofer
Gary is the administrator of the Crusades for Christ Bible Institute, and is busy planning the graduation for the class
of 2012, which will happen on December 15. Gary and Joy spent the month of August in the US, and had a wonderful
time connecting with friends, relatives, and church members. They also had the opportunity to attend the wedding of
their nephew, spend quality time with each of their 5 sons, and meet two of their grandchildren for the first time! Gary
and Joy are thankful for their home congregation, Buck Creek Mennonite, for their prayer support.
Jon & Sara Sauder
God has been so good to us! Jon serves as Pastor Association Director for CFCI. We just returned from a furlough
to the States, where we spent wonderful time with family and friends. Sara is busy with homeschooling, with
Max in 2nd grade and Rory and Elle in preschool, and is expecting our fourth child in March, 2013! When not
in school, the children enjoy riding their bikes and playing with their new dog, Macy. We are so thankful for the
support from our families, friends, our church (New Covenant Mennonite Fellowship), who support us in so many
ways. You can follow our blog at www.saudersinafrica.blogspot.com.

my prayers, and I loved being able
to help them grow their churches
through evangelism. In the end, I think
everyone who was along wants to
come back. Africa has taken our hearts.
Naomi: This place has awesome
culture. The people here are beautiful,
they always have a smile. I notice how
mostly the women and children are in
the village, but I did not notice many

men working. It’s outstanding how
everyone has lots of energy to worship
God. And the same God who created
and loves us is the same God who is
their Savior! I think the children here
(and the missionary children) are the
cutest. My favorite part of the trip
was walking through the villages and
seeing how people live. I watched
women working hard, hand washing
laundry, carrying babies on their backs
and 50 lbs on their heads. I love the
mountains and the scenery. God is here
even in the midst of a dark culture.
Marissa : The people, the culture,
the roads, and the food were all a
new and exciting experience for me.
It has also been a very eye-opening
and learning time as well. In both the
clinics and crusades I saw God move.

He changed hearts and lives in the
Ghanaian people and I am very happy to
have been a part of that. Also, the people
in the team were amazing and worked
so well together. It was awesome to see
God work in and through the people of
our group. God’s hand was definitely on
this group and trip, and it was amazing
to be a part of it.
Please pray for Pastor Frank and
Pastor Foster as they lead new believer’s
classes for those who responded and
follow up with each person whose
phone number they received. Pray that
as people read the tracts they would
understand the message contained and
seeds would be planted. A complete
journal and more photos are available
online at cfcint.com.

Jon Sauder

Student Snapshots
By Gary Butikofer
CFCBI Administrator
God has blessed our Bible Institute
with a wonderful variety of students—
often with vast differences in age,
ability, and experiences. Here is a
sampling of them:
Marcel Yehi:
He was born in
the country of Ivory Coast and is 39
years old. All his previous schooling
was in the French language. However,
he has done a good job of learning
English on his own since coming to
Ghana. He escaped to Ghana during
the Ivory Coast civil war a few years
ago, but his wife was killed in the
war. Marcel has two teenage children
living with his sister in Ivory Coast.
Someday he wants to go back to that
country to be a missionary. He grew
up pagan, but in recent years joined the
Mormon Church. He left that church
when he realized they speak more
highly of Joseph Smith than they do
of Jesus.
Samuel Boateng: He is 30 years
old and single. He was born in Nigeria,
but his parents moved to Ghana when
he was a baby. His mother died when
he was only three years old. He speaks

no English, only Twi. However he
seems to understand when I teach
in English, but all his tests must be
translated into Twi for him. The other
teachers mostly instruct him in Twi,
although they also use some English.
Evans Akomanyi:
He is 27
years old and single and knows both
his father and mother, but he does
not remember his parents ever living
together. He is fluent in English as
well as in several Ghanaian languages.
He has great ability, is a bright student,
and is on fire for our Lord. Since he
finished his studies recently at our
Bible institute, he has been assisting
his uncle in a Pentecostal church.
Eventually, he hopes to take four
more years of training and become a
Methodist minister.
Regina Ahensah: She just turned
30 years old and is single. She comes
from a wealthy and educated family in
Ghana. She has several college degrees
and has worked as a high school
teacher, a school counselor, banker,
and for an airline. So she is very fluent
in English but also in several Ghanaian
languages. However, she much
prefers to speak Ghanaian when she
is speaking to the other students and

teachers (which leaves me out). She
is very intelligent, has much ability, is
bold, assertive, talkative, but loves to
serve others. Regina has the rare ability
to teach 40 native children in Sunday
school from ages 4-to teenagers for
two solid hours, most of them not
able to read or write in any language,
yet to keep their attention quite well.
She has been to New York City
several times and has visited many
African countries. Regina enjoys
staying at our house and cooking
Ghanaian food for us and also learning
how to prepare American dishes. After
finishing at our Bible institute she
plans to go to a school for public health
nurse’s training.
Emmanuel Aziabor: He is our
oldest student at 55 years of age. He is
from Togo which is French speaking.
This is his first time going to school in
English. It is a struggle for him, but he
is learning. However, I did get a French
translation of our textbooks for him.
Please pray for our students as they
study the Word of God! Our desire
is that they leave the school with a
greater understanding of God’s Word
and equipped for the ministries God
calls them to.

Sponsorship
Opportunities:
1. Land Development Program:
Funds are needed to continue the
development of the land site and
for its care and upkeep. Plans are
in place to begin phase two of the
development process.
2. Bible & Christian Literature Fund:
We continue to receive requests
for Bibles. Please consider
providing funds which will allow
us to purchase Bibles in the native
languages of Twi, Ewe, and Ga and
offer them at a reduced cost. We
are also printing tracts and new
believer’s workbooks for use in
our outreach programs.
3. Pastor Support Program
This support will help in
establishing pastors in churches
for the initial stages of the church.
Often a Pastor will need to move
to a new area where there is a
need for a church, so these funds
allow him time to establish his
home and find employment.
4. Crusades for Christ Bible Institute
We continue to need funds to
operate the Bible school. Our
tuition is reduced to enable those
of low income the opportunity
to attend. Funds are needed for
teacher salaries, supplies, and
scholarship programs.

For more details, please email
cfcint@gmail.com

Land Development
Our goal is to have the work completed on the Crusades for
Christ Bible Institute by the end of the year! The construction
team which came in February installed the rafters in record
time. The metal roof has been installed, all the windows are
in, the stone work on the outside of the building has been
completed, and work on the flooring is just about finished. Tile
is being laid in the bathroom, and grass is being planted by
hand surrounding the building. New concrete walkways lead
to the building, and curb is now installed around the driveway
area. The crusade team painted the auditorium in preparation
for graduation, along with the future office area, hall, and
bathroom ceilings. God has been so good to us, faithfully
bringing us this far. Work will still continue on at the site, as
we move into phase two of construction. Please prayerfully
consider if you could give financially towards this project.

Pastor’s Profile
-Pastor Frank and Justina OkyerePastor Frank pastors the church of Adawukwao, one of the villages
that we focused on during this recent crusade. Frank is married to Justina
with 3 children, Christopher, Precious, and Kingsley. Frank was saved
in 2003 after hearing a pastor preaching a message entitled “If you died
today, where are you going?” Frank is a 2009 graduate of CFCBI, with
his church being planted in 2010. God is using Frank and his church to
make a difference in the village, which is heavy into idolatry, by meeting
twice a week for prayer. On Tuesdays they pray for
the town, and Fridays they pray for the church, and
Wednesday night is Bible study. Frank is excited
about seeing the Kingdom of God expanded, and
desires to raise up Godly men in the church for
future church planting. Frank’s favorite Scripture
verses are Psalm 27:1-14, and his favorite food is
rice with palm nut soup. Please pray for Frank and
his family as they serve!

Your tax-deductable gift can be sent to: Crusades for Christ International • 61345 C.R. 133 • Goshen, IN 46528
“Please earmark your check for the project you want to support.”

