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In Everything

1 Thessalonians 5:18 commands
us to “give thanks in all circumstances..
(ESV)” , and as the group gathered for
orientation at Ron’s house, it was
declared our theme for the November
2011 Team Visit. Anybody who has
visited Ghana knows that many times
things don’t go as planned, but in all
situations we are going to trust God’s
timing.
The team came from Indiana,
Iowa, and Pennsylvania, and there
was a lot of excitement as we looked
at the schedule, realizing that God
was taking us places we had never
gone before, to be stretched in many
areas. We spent time praying for the
villages we were going to visit and for
the seeds that were going to be sown,
asking God to bring people to us who
needed to hear His Word.
Our time started out in Pastor
Joseph’s village of Asamankese. The
team broke into three groups and went
to surrounding villages to hand out
tracts and invite them to the service

that evening. Although the
rain was threatening, many
prayers and the hand of
God allowed the service
to continue. Pastor Floyd
Helmuth preached on our
choice to accept God’s
love, and as the invitation
was given, souls were saved
and the rejoicing started in
Heaven.
Friday saw us in Adesio
with Pastor Steven for our
first health clinic. We had
three health stations and an
eye glass station, and soon the
room was filled with talking as patients
came in and explained their problems
through an
interpreter.
Following
treatment,
the people
were then
taken to a
counseling
area where
one of the
team members explained the plan of
salvation, and personally invited them

to the crusade that night. Although
it is great to be able to assist in
a physical need, the real goal was
to assist in the spiritual needs of
those who didn’t know Jesus. The
counselors were able to pray for each
person before they left, committing
the time spent to God. That night,
Pastor Robert Reigsecker preached on
the one way to God and our need to
accept him, and many came forward
in surrender to Christ.
Saturday we traveled to Central
Accra and went to market, where the
team handed out hundreds of tracts
to the swarming crowds. The people
here are very receptive to a tract, even
sitting down and reading it right away.
Many had their hands full, but made
a way to receive a tract. One lady
asked Donna to put the tract in her
mouth since her hands were full! We
pray that God will work in the hearts
of those people who read the tract, to
allow them to understand and receive
His saving grace.
Sunday found our bus load of
people in Ayaa, which is Pastor
Emmanuel’s church. On this special
day, Field Director Ron Bontrager
was ordained by his home church,
Griner Mennonite, for his work here
in Ghana. Pastor
Robert preached
the
message,
followed
by
a special time
of prayer and
anointing with
oil. Many hugs
and tears were
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the result of
this special
service. We
pray
God’s
blessing on
Ron and his
family as they
continue the
work here.
Monday
found us working with Pastor
John, who leads the church
in Kotoku, for our second
health clinic. Pastor John
was married to Cynthia on
October 30! To make sure
we weren’t overwhelmed,
we had given out about
125 treatment coupons
to each village where
we were doing a clinic.
While we started the clinic, Robert,
Floyd, and Elmer walked through the
village handing out tracts and inviting
people to the crusade in the evening.
Many mistakenly thought these were
coupons for the clinic, and in a short
time we had a large crowd of people
begging to be seen. It is very difficult

to turn people away when you can
see such an obvious need for physical
help. Pastor John had reserved about
20 tickets to hand out in a situation
like this, so we were able to help some
of those who needed it most.
That night, Floyd preached the
message on the Good Samaritan. The
Holy Spirit was moving and many
went forward for the alter call. We
arrived home tired but excited about
the work the Lord did in these hearts.
Tuesday we spent the day looking
back at how God led a group of
young people to Ghana in 1997, and
from that trip a mission was formed,
a Bible School started, and churches
planted. Robert shared pictures from
those early trips, and you could see
the hand of God in bringing CFCI to
Ghana. Floyd spoke on how we need
to allow the Holy Spirit to continue to
lead us as a mission and in our own
hearts as well. We saw God working
in our hearts, and spent time focusing
on what He has done in us and as a
mission. We said farewell to Floyd in
the evening, so grateful for his work
and service to us here in Ghana.

We did our final clinic and crusade
on Wednesday night in Dobro, which
is under the leadership of Pastor Isaac
and Pastor Samuel. We did the health
clinic in the unfinished part of the Bible

Institute, and were blessed to have the
students assist with the translating.
Pastor Isaac is currently studying at
Ghana Christian University College,
so he brought some of his classmates
along to help. The clinic went very
well, and again many had the Gospel
explained to them in clear way which
they could understand.
Robert brought the message,
which took place in the village of
Terno, across the highway from the
Bible Institute. God again touched
hearts and many people responded

VS’er News
Ron & Audrey Bontrager:
Ron serves as Field Director for the work CFCI does here in Ghana. Ron was recently ordained by his
home congregation of Griner Mennonite for the work here. The children are enjoying a new swing
set donated by Audrey’s aunt & uncle! The excitement was running high in anticipation when we told
them we really are getting a swing set! After 2 ½ years they couldn’t hardly believe it! We have been
so blessed as a family!
�
Gary & Joy Butikofer:
Gary serves as the administrator of our Bible Institute. Gary is busy wrapping up the
first year of schooling at the new CFCBI facility! Joy assists at the Bible school 2 days a
week, working on the school library. Gary’s had the privilege to go home for 2 ½ weeks
in June for the wedding of their son! They are very excited that the electricity is working at the school,
which allows them to run lights and fans. November marks 16 months of service here in Ghana. Gary
and Joy are grateful to their home congregation of Buck Creek Mennonite for all their prayer support.
Jon & Sara Sauder:
Jon serves as Pastor Association Director for CFCI. November marks 9 months since moving to
Africa. God continues to work in our hearts and mold us as we serve Him. Max is 6 and in first
grade, Rory and Elle are both 3. The boys love anything related to Legos and baseball, and Elle
loves everything pink and her kitty, Sunny. We are so blessed with support from our dear family,
home church New Covenant Mennonite Fellowship, and so many friends.

Welcome

Adrian Myer!
Adrian joined our staff here in Ghana on May 24th. Adrian is assisting with
various children’s ministries, assisting the other staff when needed, and attending the
Bible School 2 days a week. Adrian comes from Ephrata Pennsylvania, where he attends New
Covenant Mennonite Fellowship.

to the message. We pray they will
continue their relationship with Him,
and walk across the highway to meet
with the other members of the Dobro
church family.
Thursday we said farewell to
Robert and Lily, then traveled to Ayaa
to do a film show. When we arrived in
the afternoon, we split into 4 groups
who walked miles to visit remote
villages to hand out tracts and invite
them to the film show in the evening.
One group walked for 2 ½ hours
and visited 6 villages! That night
there were a few sprinkles again, but
God held off the rain and we were
able to show the film as scheduled.
Many people came to see the film
“Heaven’s Gates, Hell’s Flames”. The
response was incredible, with more
people up front than in the seats! God
was working and souls were being
saved. We had a long way home that
night, but knew that we had been
part of something incredible and life
changing.
Friday we boarded the bus by
6 AM and traveled to Cape Coast
to tour the slave castle, shop, and
see the ocean. The long journey was
broken up by stopping at Jonathan and
Juanita Groff’s home near Apam. The
Groff’s are managing a farm where
young men who have aged out of the
Lighthouse Children’s Home receive
job training & mentoring. Since all the
Pennsylvania people go to the same
church as the Groff’s, we enjoyed a
tour of their property and farm. The
day ended with a meal at staff favorite
Marwako’s, although with the traffic
we wondered if we were ever going to
get there! A good meal, even at 7:30
PM, rounded off a long but enjoyable
journey.
On Saturday Pastor Isaac shared
his amazing testimony with the group,
who were very encouraged by it.
Pastor Isaac is a former Muslim who
gave it all up, including a high paying
job, residence at the family house, and
the support of his family, to follow
Christ. God is using Isaac in many
ways, and is opening up opportunities
for him to share his testimony. Isaac
has written a tract for Muslims, and is
looking for an opportunity to print it.
We were excited to be able to take
part in the service Sunday morning at
Elim Christian Center, where Pastor

Felix is the senior pastor. Pastor Felix
is on the Ghana board of directors,
our main translator on crusades, and
a valuable part of the ministry. The
group was able to sing two songs
which the congregation really enjoyed.
They showed us great hospitality by
giving us minerals (Cokes) to round
out the service. We then traveled
home so people could pack for the
evening flight.
We left for the airport at 5 PM and
didn’t have bad traffic and arrived at
6 PM. People who came as strangers
left as friends. Our weary workers
unloaded totes of clothes, pineapples,
juice, bread, even a unicycle, from the
van to be taken back to the States.
God has been so faithful to our
ministry, and we want to give Him
thanks for the work that He did
during these busy 11 days. But this
wasn’t about us, it was about Him.
1 Peter 4:11 states “…in order that
in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.” (ESV). It
is Him we are here to praise, to
lift up, and we are so grateful He
puts the treasure in these earthen
vessels to carry His Good News to
villages that don’t have a church,
who maybe never have even heard
the name of Jesus. So our mission
was in everything give thanks, and in
everything give the glory to Whom it
rightfully belongs. We humbly bow
down before Him in worship, awed at
the way He moved during this time.
We are so thankful for His hand in
keeping us safe as we traveled from
and returned to the States, that we
remained healthy to do His work, and
for the work He did in each of our
hearts. Please join us in prayer for:
1. The souls who were won to
the kingdom, that they may grow
in grace and knowledge.
2. Our pastors as they follow up
with those who responded.
3. The thousands of tracts that
were distributed.
4. The seeds that were sown from the
tracts, clinics, and those who listened
in their houses during the crusades.
5. God to continue to multiply what
He started here.
A complete journal and more
photos are available online at
www.cfcint.com.

Jon Sauder

CFCBI
The Impression
When I came to the Crusades for
Christ Bible Institute, the impression
I got has remained indelible to today.
The student-friendly environment
deserves a worthy note. The classrooms
are well furnished and ventilated, with
all teaching aids available which make
learning very conducive to the students,
and other learning materials are readily
available and distributed.
The management of the Institute
has engaged the expertise of a very
knowledgeable and efficient team of
instructors who have much experience
and depth of knowledge in their various
fields of teaching. Oh, this makes
learning realistic, easy, and interesting.
As if the theories taught in the
school are not enough, there are other
practical aspects like the practicum
and the village evangelism, which help
students practice what is being taught
in theory.
CFCBI has a vibrant administration,
operating an open door policy that
makes even the highest office accessible
to the students. The simplicity has no
doubt contributed immensely to the
success and wealth of knowledge
students acquire from the Institute.
Worth of mention is the level
of discipline that radiates from the
instructors to the student body. This
has positively imparted on the students
and has helped to reshape their attitudes
towards one another, and indeed the
entire world around them.
The library is well stocked, with a
variety of Christian books such as Bible
commentaries and study helps, to books
on history, religion, classics, fiction, and
heroes of faith. Apart from the present
beneficial aspect, these books in the
library are accessible to the students
even after completion of the program.
Dorm facilities are made available
to students who would otherwise have
to travel far distances for classes. These
facilities are just a walking distance
from school, relieving students from
traffic jams and spending much time in
transportation.
With these impressions, I am
convinced that my coming to CFCBI
was a right step in the right direction.

By Regina A. Ahensah

Sponsorship
Opportunities:
1. Land Development Program:
Funds are needed to continue the work
on the Bible Institute. Please prayerfully
consider how you could contribute to this
project.
2. Bible & Christian Literature Fund: We
continue to receive requests for Bibles.
Many times the pastors and the elders of
the church are the only ones who have
Bibles. Please consider providing funds
which will allow us to purchase Bibles in
the native languages of Twi, Ewe, and Ga.
3.

Pastor Support Program :
($125.00 per month)
This support will help in establishing
pastors in churches for the initial stages of
the church. We would like to focus on new
church plants in 2012.
For more details, please email
cfcint@gmail.com�

Pastor’s Profile
- Pastor Joseph & Lydia Torku Pastor Joseph pastors the church in
Asamankese, and is married to Lydia
with a son, Desmond. Joseph is a 2007
graduate of CFCBI, and continues to
assist in the construction of CFCBI as
a carpenter. Joseph is excited about
doing youth programs in his church,
including dramas, Bible quizzes, and
choreography. His favorite Bible verses
are found in Psalm 23: 1-6. �

Land Development
Construction continues at the Bible Institute located in Dobro.
Recently the concrete lintel was poured on the walls of the
second floor in preparation for the roof. Also our transformer
has been connected to the high tension wires, so aside from
a few small issues, we have power to our school! God has
been so good to us in getting us this far. We are praying that
funds will come in to allow us to build the rafters and install
the metal roof. We are looking for a team of construction
workers who would want
to come over (January or
February) and assist us in
putting the roof structure
on. Please let us know if
you would have interest
in this! More pictures
are available online at
www.cfcint.com under the
land development tab.

A note from the director
Recently, my mind has been drawn to two specific things: the
faithfulness of God and our personal walk with Him. Many times,
as people, we are confronted with unexpected trials. As we face
these trials or are in the midst of them, do we really believe God
is faithful? Yes, we know, we believe He is faithful, we know He is
able – but do we believe He will be faithful with this particular trial?
Many times we live as though God doesn’t notice or He is not able
to take care of it for us so we take the situation into our own hands
without diligently seeking Him first.
    Recently, I was reading again through a book given to me,
Strengthen yourself in the LORD by Bill Johnson. In Ch. 9 he writes
“If we fall short in our pursuit of a miracle, the lack is never on God’s
side of the equation. When the disciples were tempted to think in
that way, Jesus gave them insight into the real issue, saying, ‘This
kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting’ (Mark 9:29).
Most of us who fast and pray tend to do so in pursuit of a specific
miracle instead of pursuing a miracle lifestyle. Jesus neither fasted
nor prayed in this situation because His life was filled with prayer
and fasting, which gave Him access to the desired supernatural
way of living. We must think in terms of gaining access to a lifestyle
instead of only obtaining a one-time breakthrough in a specific
circumstance. We owe the world around us that kind of a heavenly
demonstration.”
   I again realized that my personal walk with God is of utmost
importance. Our lives will demonstrate to those around us whether
we “walk the talk” or just “talk the walk”. We have been blessed in so
many ways while serving the LORD GOD here in Ghana. HE knows
our needs, our failures and many times our lack of faith. HE is LORD
of everything. We need to choose whether we will acknowledge Him
in that way and live our lives trusting in His unseen Hand!

By Ron Bontrager�
You tax-deductable gift can be sent to: Crusades for Christ International • 61345 C.R. 133 • Goshen, IN 46528
“Please earmark your check for the project you want to support.”

